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Our Mission Statement for Trinity Lutheran Church & School is:
“Teaching, Living, and Caring as the Family of Christ.”
Welcome!
We welcome all who have joined us this day, as we worship the Almighty God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. If you would like more information about Trinity, our mission, or becoming a member, please speak with Pastor Tonn, or the Elder on duty.  Thank you, and may the Lord bless your worship with us today as God touches your life with His love!

COVID-19 updates
We have been moving back to our pre-COVID structure of our service and have recently fully opened up all the seating in our sanctuary.  Please do continue to respect the decisions of others as some may still desire or need to wear a mask, or may desire to continue to social distance.  We have sanitizing stations at the front doors and just outside the sanctuary doors.  Thank you for all the ways that you have been flexible as we have moved through this time and gained some more normalcy in our worship life.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Take time before the service to prepare and examine your heart for this sacred event.  If you need assistance, or cannot come up to the altar, please ask an Usher for help, or for Communion to be brought to you at your seat. White grape juice is available at the center of the trays of individual cups, and gluten free wafers are available for those who desire those options.

Statement of Faith and Practice regarding Holy Communion
We believe that we must properly examine ourselves before partaking, as 

1 Corinthians 11:27 reveals, “… whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the Body and Blood of the Lord.” As such, we ask that you search your heart to see if you believe that through this Sacrament our Savior gives us His very Body and Blood in His “real presence” for the forgiveness of sins. Our Lord invites to this meal those who trust in His words, repent of all sins, and willingly demonstrate His love and forgiveness of others as He has shown it to us. Because this Sacrament is also a statement of our unity in Christ, we ask that those who desire to receive the Lord’s Supper, and have not previously communed at our altar, please speak to the Pastor 

or the Elder of the week before doing so.

The First Sunday in Advent   
Prelude + Candle Lighting + Ringing of the Bell + Greeting 
As We Gather… Advent is a season for us to grow in hope. We gather amid a world that in many ways seems hopeless. Extremists on both ends of the political spectrum seem to control almost everything we hear, read, and see. Deep divisions over race, politics, and economics loom over us like a dark storm cloud. How can the Church possibly make a difference in all of this? Today’s Readings acknowledge the distress and fear that the world’s foundations are being shaken. And right in the middle of it all, there is hope. Jesus says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away” (Luke 21:33). The prophet Jeremiah declares God’s promise to restore His people and all creation. If we were left to ourselves, there would be little room for such hope. But God does not leave us alone. By His Word and Sacraments, God establishes our hearts and prepares us for Jesus’ coming final restoration. Until that day, we wait, we pray, we hope.
Opening Hymn
                “The Advent of Our King”

     LSB 331
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5     Before the dawning day let sin’s dark deeds be gone,
The sinful self be put away, the new self now put on.

6     All glory to the Son, who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one through all eternity.

Tune and text: Public domain

Invocation and Opening Sentences      Jeremiah 33:14–15; Luke 21:27, 33, adapt.
Pastor:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.
Pastor:
The Lord says, “I will fulfill the promise I made to the houses of Israel and Judah.”

People:
We thank You, O Lord!

Pastor:
The Lord says, “My righteous Branch will cause justice and righteousness to spring up.”

People:
We adore You, O Lord!

Pastor:
The Lord says, “You will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

People:
We praise You, O Lord!

Pastor:
The Lord says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.”

People:
We worship You, O Lord!

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Pastor:
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

People:
the light no darkness can overcome.
Pastor:
Let Your light scatter the darkness

People:
and illumine Your Church.


             “We Light the Advent Candle”

We light the Advent candle and wait for Christ to come.
With hope, we trust the promise that He will bring us home.
Our hope is in our Savior who wins for us God’s favor.
We wait with growing light till God makes all things right!
---------------

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The first candle on the Advent wreath is lit.
Pastor:
Let us pray. O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are the light that shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

People:
Amen.

Confession and Absolution   



               Psalm 25:6–7

Pastor:
Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another.

A time of silence is observed.

Pastor:
We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have neither loved You with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as ourselves.
People:
Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.

Pastor:
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;

People:
according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O Lord!
“Kyrie for the Four Sundays in Advent” (v. 1)
Forgive us, Lord, for times when hope was lost,
And moments when we never thought to trust,
For times when we despair and forget
That You are where all joy and truth have met.
Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins
And help us hope and trust You without end.
---------------

Text: Copyright © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Tune: Public Domain; VENI EMMANUEL
Pastor:
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

People:
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
Pastor:
The Lord be with you.

People:
And also with you.
Pastor:
Let us pray.  Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

People:
Amen.
Readings from Holy Scripture
The First Reading


                        Jeremiah 33:14–16
 "Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.'
Pastor:
This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
The Second Reading


                 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13
 For what thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake before our God, as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and supply what is lacking in your faith? Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

 
Pastor:
This is the Word of the Lord.

People:
Thanks be to God.
[Please stand to honor Jesus, who speaks to us in the Holy Gospel.]

Alleluia and Verse 





  Psalm 24:7
Pastor:
Alleluia!

People:
Alleluia!

Pastor:
Lift up your heads, O gates!

People:
And be lifted up, O ancient doors,

Pastor:
that the King of glory may come in.

All:
Alleluia!
The Holy Gospel



                  Luke 19:28-40
Pastor:
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 19th chapter.

People:
Glory to You, O Lord.
And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, saying, "Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?' you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.'" So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. And as they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?" And they said, "The Lord has need of it." And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, saying, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry out."
Pastor:
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

People:
Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Children’s Message
Noisy Offering 



                 Helping Paws for Veterans
Hymn of the Day            “Savior of the Nations, Come”
       LSB 332, v. 1-5
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Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: 

LSB Hymn License no. 110002700 Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain

Sermon
                        
Hymn of the Day            “Savior of the Nations, Come”
       LSB 332, v. 6-8
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Text (sts. 5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002700  Tune: Public domain

Offering Blessing

Pastor:  
Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what You have first given us – our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of Your gracious love.  Receive them for the sake of Him who offered Himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

Prayers of the Church
Lord’s Prayer

Benediction 
Closing Hymn
        “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 
     LSB 353
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Text and tune: Public domain
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+++++++
Pastor:  Rev. Paul Tonn
Pianist:  Elizabeth Rivard

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. 
Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.  All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Upcoming Worship Opportunities!

 

Advent Worship Services

Wednesday, December 1st – 6:15 p.m.   

Wednesday, December 8th – 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, December 15th – 6:15 p.m.
 

Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 24th 

Candlelight Service – 6:15 p.m.

Candlelight Service – 11:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day

Saturday, December 25th
Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
New Years Eve
Friday, December 31st 
Worship Service – 6:15 p.m.
New Years Day

Saturday, January 1st 
Worship Service – 10:00 a.m.
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