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AS WE GATHER 
 “Break down the wall that would divide Thy children, Lord, on ev’ry side” (LSB 844:2). The resurrection of 
Jesus on that first Easter morning was the greatest breaking down of walls ever experienced on this 
earth. In his Gospel account, Matthew tells that there was a great earthquake on that Easter Day. He also 
records that on the day that Jesus died, the earth shook and rocks were split. God was at work in shaking 
up the earth at the time of the crucifixion and resurrection of His Son, our Savior. And God is still breaking 
down walls—walls that divide and separate people. Today we celebrate the forgiveness won for us and 
all people by Jesus, our all-powerful and victorious Lord. 
 

463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 118:24; Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6, adapted 

Pastor:  This is the day that the LORD has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Pastor:  Christ has risen from the dead. Alleluia! 
People: God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor, 



 
Pastor:  He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 
People: He has put all things under His feet. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Pastor: Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His mercy and forgiveness. 

O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean and 
that we have sinned against You in thought and in word and in deed. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but have sought to go our own ways 

in directions that have not brought glory to You or blessing to others. 
People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord. 
 
Pastor: We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every situation, that 

there have been times in which we have been loveless, thoughtless, and judgmental 
toward others, unwilling to help our neighbors as we ought. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 
Pastor: We confess that Your will has not been our priority at all times and that we have not 

always been defenders of the weak and helpless in our circle of family, neighbors, and 
friends and beyond. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 
Pastor: We confess that we have not used every opportunity given to us to witness to the 

resurrection faith that is ours and have at times been slow to speak of the hope that is 
ours in Christ. 

People: Have mercy on us and forgive us, Lord. 
 
Pastor: Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls 
you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in  peace. 

People: Amen. 

 
SALUTATION 
Pastor:  Alleluia!  He is Risen! 
People: He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia 
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

 
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You destroyed 
death and brought life and immortality to light. Grant that we who have been raised with 
Him may abide in His presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

People: Amen. 



OLD TESTAMENT READING Jeremiah 31:1–6 (The Lord has an everlasting love for 

His people.) 

 1“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my 

people.” 

2Thus says the LORD: 

“The people who survived the sword 

 found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, 

 3the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

 therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

 O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines 

 and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 
5Again you shall plant vineyards 

 on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant 

 and shall enjoy the fruit. 
6For there shall be a day when watchmen will call 

 in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, 

 to the LORD our God.’” 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

EPISTLE Colossians 3:1–4 (Our lives are hidden with Christ in God.) 

 1If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at 

the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3For 

you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life appears, then 

you also will appear with him in glory. 
 
Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Pastor: In today’s Gospel, we hear the command of the angel to the women as they visited the 

empty tomb: “Go quickly and tell.” The powerful message of the resurrection is of first 
importance. The women responded, leaving the garden tomb with fear and great joy. 
They ran to tell the disciples! Today we share the experience of those first witnesses of 
the resurrection and by God’s grace we meet our Lord here in His Word. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 28:1–10 (Jesus Christ is risen from the dead.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the 

other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like 

dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who 



was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go 

quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to 

Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the tomb with 

fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 

And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 

afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
 
Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

469 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today 

 

 
 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

CREED Nicene Creed 

All:  I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
        and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
        and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 

SERMON 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom 
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICAMUS 
Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
Pastor:   Alleluia!  He is Risen! 
People: He is Risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.     Numbers 6:24–26 

People: Amen. 
 
 
 



480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002700 
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